Psychology of Color

Directions: 

The influence of color plays a large part in how a person perceives something.  Looking at the list of color options; list your name and favorite color in the space below.  

Color Options

Pink
Red
Yellow
   Orange        White       Blue
Green
   Blue/Green
      Purple
Brown

Black

My name is ______________________________ and my favorite color is ___________________.

Find the color you selected on the What Color Is Your Personality Handout; write a paragraph (3-5 complete sentences) on whether or not you agree with what is written about the color you chose.
Looking at all the colors defined, are there any other colors you feel connect with your personality?

	Color
	Reason Why 

	
	

	
	

	
	


Why Does Color Matter?
In business the color combinations a company chooses are essential in establishing a businesses profile.  It affects the displays they construct, the paint they use, the website they design, the stationary they send, the packaging they create, and even the employee uniforms they mandate.  The colors a company chooses says a lot about the way they perceive themselves and the customers they are trying to reach.  Virtually no business uses just one color to convey their image.  Similar to colleges and high schools, a business will use a main color and at least one complimentary color to support the brand they are trying to create.

Step #1

Complete the Psychology of Color worksheet based on your personal experience with the colors given.  

This exercise will act as a brainstorming activity that allows you to start thinking about how color influences brands & images.

· You need to list at least two emotions or ideas for each color

· You need to list at least one brand or store for each color

Step #2:

Choose one of the following activities to display your understanding of how color influences a brands image.
1. Division II Humboldt State College has contacted you about developing a sports marketing package for their female athletic programs. Currently their men’s programs have some of the strongest attendance rates in the country but their female programs have some of the lowest.  They want you to devise an alternative uniform for any of their female sports teams that adds interests to their programs.  Current school colors are green, white, and yellow.  They want to use different colors that add excitement, attract female fans, & encompass the vibe of their community.  They want to keep their mascot as the Lumberjack but want to alter the way it looks so that it is more feminine.  You can create the uniform by hand or electronically.  It can be for any sport but needs to have colors you feel are appropriate and a lady lumberjack somewhere displayed.  You need to also include a brief description explaining why you chose the color, style, and mascot that you did.
a. Humboldt State is located 8 miles north of San Francisco

b. Their current mascot is a Lumberjack and their current school colors are green, white, & yellow

c. Their enrollment is 8,116 students

d. Their campus is rural & 61% of their students are female

e. They are one of the top colleges in the country in terms of community involvement & are consistently ranked in the top ten Universities by High Times Magazine 

2. The Washington Redskins have repeatedly come under fire for their use of their mascot.  Many Native Americans groups, fans, and even the National Government have expressed displeasure with Washington’s use of the Redskin for their team.  They view it as racist and offensive because it correlates with ethnic stereotyping. In April of 2013 the debate over the use of the mascot name picked up interest when the National Museum of the American Indian opened in New York.  Protests and court cases have gone on for over 25 years and if the Washington franchise hopes to relocate to the District of Columbia area; a mascot name change would need to occur as well.   Currently Washington uses burgundy, gold, & white colors to convey their image.  Their football helmets have always been relatively simple and have endured only minor changes over the past 65 years (Below are the five helmets utilized by the organization).  
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The Redskins have hired you to design a new uniform that incorporates a new mascot as well.  You need to design the uniform you would like to create & determine the mascot you wish to use.  Both need to be illustrated and explained.  Please justify why you chose each and why you think they will be effective in altering the current image of the team.
a. The Washington Redskins have been in existence since 1932 & currently play in Landover, Maryland with their headquarters in Ashburn, Virginia. 
b. Washington is the 3rd most valuable franchise in the NFL ($1.7 billion) & has the 3rd highest attendance
c. Washington’s mascot was originally given to denote bravery, courage, and spirit.  Values the team still wants to uphold in its new image.
d. Washington is considered to be the 14th most popular team in the NFL

e. Robert Griffin is perceived as the 3rd most popular quarterback in the NFL (Manning & Brady are #1 & #2) and has the 5th highest jersey sales in the league
f. Washington has won three Super Bowls (1983, 1988, & 1992).

g. Washington is considered a Top Tier NFL City because nothing unites the Washington D.C. area like the Redskins
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You work for an advertising company that specializes in branding & Public Relations.  Several major companies have contacted you about changing their image so that they target a younger demographic.  The companies that have contacted you include Best Buy, Wendy’s, Coca-Cola, Facebook, McDonalds, IKEA, Fedex, Ford, & KFC.  Your job is to change their storefronts so that the colors you feel best match their new vibe are displayed.  You also need to create a new employee uniform for workers that encompasses the colors you have selected.  You need to illustrate either electronically or by hand the storefront & uniform you have designed.  You need to list the colors you selected & why you think they will appeal to a younger demographic. 
